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Dear EPPA stakeholder,

EPPA is the European trade organisation representing the 
interests of PVC window system and related building product 
producers in Europe. Since its foundation in 2001 EPPA has 
become an independent trade association which assures that 
the products of our members are well positioned to be in line 
with Europe’s path towards a sustainable future.

Worldwide, notably also in Europe, PVC is the material of 
choice for sustainable, energy efficient windows in residential 
and light commercial buildings.

Our industry is increasingly impacted by European legislation. 
What at first sight may appear to be a threat to our industry 
often is an opportunity. PVC windows are part of the solu-
tion for many challenges created by Europe through the 
Energy Performance of Buildings Regulation, the Construction 
Products Regulation and the Circular Economy Package, just 
to mention the most important ones.

European authorities and national 
polic y makers need to be informed 
a b o u t  t h e  u n i q u e  p ro p e r t i e s  o f 
our  produc ts  from a c losed loop 
perspec tive

“PVC windows do play a 
vital role in the European 
strategy to combat 
climate change by 
modern ising buildings 
energy efficiently. Our 
industry is determined 
to support this challeng
ing plan with window 
systems of most innova
tive technology”. 

Andreas Hartleif

CEO VEKA AG

President of EPPA ivzw
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Europe’s authorities as well as national poli-
cy makers have to be informed on a regular 
basis about the evolution of our products 
and their unique properties. We need to 
show evidence that the entire value chain 
of our industry cares about the impact of its 
activities and its products on the environ-
ment.  

Our products are designed in line with eco-
design principles and take into account an 
efficient use of our precious and limited 
natural resources. Over the past few years 
our industry has set up collection initiatives 
and recycling facilities to assure that our PVC 
and composite building products are fully 
recycled at the end of life. In doing so,  raw 
material is regained for the manufacturing of new long life 
energy saving building products. Our industry is closing the 
loop. 

PVC building products require low maintenance, are light-
weight, long lasting and provide superior insulation. They 
save energy throughout a 40+ year life cycle. Latest colouring 
and shaping technologies reassured our products have kerb 
appeal and are attractive to look at.

Our industry is committed to continue improving the environ-
mental footprint of our products and to further improve the 
position as the material of choice for new, trendy and highly 
energy efficient windows.

Andreas Hartleif
President
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As a Brussels based European trade  asso-
ciation our activities are wide ran ging from 
contributing and building a dialogue with 
our partners to informing decision makers 
about the needs of our industry. 

Our work is centered around European reg-
ulatory affairs where our aim is to contribute 
to the debate with solid scientific arguments 
and evidence. In this context, EPPA has cre-
ated and published its own Environmental 
Product Declarations (EPDs).

To our members we provide timely and 
condensed information regarding European 
developments allowing their businesses to 
prepare for tomorrow.

EPPA is  the voice of the PVC profile  
manufac turers in Europe
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EPPA is advocating for  
practical and comprehensible 

legislative solutions.

O u r  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  
context of European legis-
lation

For a circular economy PVC windows systems are 
ideal as PVC windows are tailor made for a closed 
loop economy. 

The current European regulatory framework is 
complex and does not mirror the circular eco nomy 
approach. 

In fact European legislation creates barriers for using 
recyclate and is thus jeopardising recyc ling. 

PVC windows are currently covered by REACH, 
Waste Framework Directive, Construction Products 
Regulation, Ecodesign Directive and RoHs to name 
just a few. 

Ideally PVC windows should be covered by only 
one piece of legislation in order to reduce admin-
istrative burdens and to ensure legal certainty. 

Finally, for long lasting building products, such as 
windows, EPPA supports a harmonized European 
product standard.
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Window profiles produced of rigid PVC require low 
maintenance. The success of PVC windows is found-
ed on innovative design with superior performance 
qualities, a service life of 40+ years and a competitive 
price. PVC windows are light-weight and provide 
superior insulation. 

The popularity of PVC windows in Europe is reflected 
by the continuously increasing market share of today 
more than 50%.

In 2017 alone, approximately 40 million PVC windows 
have been installed in EU 28.

PVC-U profiles for PVC windows | 
The produc t of choice 
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PVC windows have compelling 
advantages and are fully recy-

clable at the end of the product 
life cycle of 40+ years.

PVC windows are long lasting, durable and easy to 
maintain. They provide highly effective insulation and 
are extremely robust against mechanical and environ-
mental influences such as UV radiation. Offering impres-
sive price to performance ratio they provide innovative 
design options from sash variations to colours and pat-
terns. PVC window profiles are easy to clean and main-
tain with a life cycle of 40+ years.

PVC windows are fabricated by system suppliers using 
the state of the art technology. Around 1.3 million tons 
of PVC is processed per year with more than 25.000 
employees and the industry generates approximately 
4 billion euro in sale. 

PVC windows offer a diversity in design through:

	Design innovations using colours and shapes – from 
a multitude of sash variations right through to futur-
istic designs

	Lightweight and extremely robust against mechan-
ical and environmental influences such as UV radia-
tion

	Highly secure performance

	Enhanced fire safety properties

	Highly effective insulation

	Easy to clean and maintain

	Impressive price/performance ratio
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In Europe, 256,607 tons of win-
dows were recycled in 2016 
which amounts to 46% of all 
PVC recycled within the 
VinylPlus commitment.

Rec ycling |
PVC as a secondar y raw 
material

EPPA has signed the voluntary sustainable development 
commitment of the PVC industry, VinylPlus®.

VinylPlus registered in 2016 around 256,607 tons 
recycled PVC from used window. These quantities serve 
to manufacture new windows and hence to lower car-
bon footprint. 

Recycled PVC retains its excellent qualities of durability, 
excellent insulation and robustness to climate condi-
tions such as UV light. 

The advantages of using recycled PVC include not only 
in a lower carbon footprint but also energy efficiency.  
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O ur industr y is  closing the loop |
An impor tant step to circular 
economy

EPPA members have successfully run window collection and recyc ling 
schemes since a few years. They have proven that closed loop recycling 
of windows can and should be implemented for reasons of economic effi-
ciency and environmental sustainability.

Recycling of used PVC-U windows as a success story 

The quantity of recycled windows increases every year, as does the 
demand for innovative new PVC window solutions. 
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S ustainable Development |
Responsible produc t design and energy effi-
cient windows

PVC window systems are a fine product 
example as far as eco design is concerned: 
low resource consumption in manufacturing 
but high energy saving in service. 

This means in practice that modern manufac-
turing methods of PVC profiles significantly 
reduce energy input. 

Recycled PVC which is used inside a profile 
is not only sustainable but also preserves 
the heat insulating qualities just as good as 
virgin raw material thereby resulting in an 
overall lower carbon footprint.  
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EPPA acts as a stakeholder in 
consultations on energy and 
resource efficiency as well as 

closed loop waste management 
in the areas of building and 

construction products.

EPPA has created and issued standardized Environmental 
Product Declarations (EPDs) in order to contribute to a 
fair and robust life cycle assessment. The EPD is repre-
sentative of 90% of the European PVC window profile 
market.

Our EPDs indicate, among others, the primary ener-
gy consumption as part of the overall environmental 
impact of double and triple glazed PVC windows. 

The use of around 16% of recyclates in new window  pro-
files reduce primary energy consumption by around 8%. 
Furthermore, the industry reduced energy consumption 
by an average of 8%.

As seen below the environmental impact can be even 
more reduced if more recyclate is used when producing 
new window profiles.

Figure 1: Global warming potential vs. recycling content. Source: 
„Environmental Product Declarations of triple glazed PVC windows“, 
RDC Environment, Brussels 1015
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A strong alliance for PVC windows | 
O ur stakeholder dialogue

Within European Regulatory affairs 
EPPA has many roles; towards the insti-
tutions we act as a stakeholder and 
contribute to consultations regarding 
our industry. We represent the industry 
on the questions that matter to our 
members such as sustainability, energy 
efficiency, closed loop recycling and 
economic growth.

In our network of partners we 
collaborate to find solutions to our 
common challenges. Ultimately, 
we strive for a sound European 
legislative framework, fostering 

European markets and technological 
pro gress. This objective is best 
achieved in a strong network of actors 
that inform and support each other. 

Therefore we are part of a partnership 
along the value chain, ensu ring that 
holistic approaches are developed in 
consultation with the European and 
national legislator.

Consumers | EPPA Expert Group Communication
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Stakeholder consultation with 
the European Commission

  

  member

  co-operation

EPPA relies on its  strong network



Stakeholder consultation with 
the European Commission

Sustainable Development – Life Cycle Assessments 
are key to improve the technical features of our mem-
bers’ products with regard to sustainability. EPPA pro-
duces these assessments and informs about them.

Public Affairs – EPPA actively informs about the 
relevant political processes in Europe and explains 
how PVC windows contribute to a safe and energy 
efficient environment.  

Standardization – Harmonization of technical require-
ments improves the safety and quality of windows. 
EPPA actively participates to the generation of know-
ledge upon which these standards are based.

Recycling – Our members are leaders in rigid PVC 
recycling. We translate their knowledge of recycling 
and product technology into political solutions.

State of the art technology and quality – Our mem-
bers progress in the areas of technological develop-
ment and quality assurance on a daily basis. EPPA 
unites them in their pursuit of optimized profile 
systems and represents them towards other actors of 
the value chain. These standards are based.

Regulatory Affairs – EPPA connects the economic and 
technological level of windows as a construction pro-
duct to the political level regulating these products. 
It acts as a mediator and channel of information bet-
ween these levels.

EPPA |  O ur key ac tivities towards obtaining our 
common goals



C o m p a n y  M e m b e r s N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  M e m b e r s

aluplast GmbH Kunststoff-Fenstersysteme

info.de@aluplast.net | aluplast.net

Asoven pvc

asoven@asoven.com | asoven.com

Deceuninck N.V.

info@deceuninck.com | deceuninck.com

British Plastics Federation

reception@bpf.co.uk | bpf.co.uk

GEALAN Fenster-Systeme GmbH

info@gealan.de | gealan.de

essenscia PolyMatters

info@essenscia.be | essenscia.be

Internorm International GmbH

office@internorm.com | internorm.com

Österr. Arbeitskreis Kunststoff-Fenster

office@fenster.at | fenster.at

REHAU AG + Co

info@rehau.com | rehau.com

Plastindustrien

pd@plast.dk | plast.dk

Salamander Industrie-Produkte GmbH

info@sip.de | sip-windows.com

pro-K

info@pro-kunststoff.de | pro-kunststoff.de

Schüco Polymer Technologies KG

info@schueco.com | schueco.de

PVC Forum Italia

info@pvcforum.it | pvcforum.it

VEKA AG

info@veka.com | veka.com
Syndicat National de l‘Extrusion Plastique

contact@syplast.org | snep.org

Vereniging Kunststof 
Gevelelementenindustrie

info@vkgkeurmerk.nl | vkgkeurmerk.nl

S u p p o r t i n g  M e m b e r s

INOVYN Deutschland GmbH

inovyn.com

REWINDO GmbH

info@rewindo.de | rewindo.de

VYNOVA Vynova Belgium NV

tessenderlo@vynova-group.com |
vynova-group.com

RAL Gütegemeinschaft Kunststoff-
Fensterprofilsysteme e.V.

info@gkfp.de | gkfp.de
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