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y now, you will have had chance to read and digest Defra’s “Resources 

and waste strategy for England” (you haven’t! What on earth were you 

doing over the Christmas break??). The Circular Economy is coming into 

focus once more with this strategy with the Secretary of State, 

Michael Gove, really pushing hard. It may not be noticed as much in the 

noise surrounding Brexit and the party political games currently being 

played out, but it is most certainly there. It has been reported that 

Defra has recruited 2000 additional staff, presumably bright young 

graduates keen to make their mark and perhaps without the experience 

necessary to determine what is needed. Green credentials seem to go 

hand-in-hand with a distrust of industry. The Blue Planet series showed 

the heavy pollution caused by plastics which created the knee-jerk 

reaction against plastic packaging – not the people and organisations 

who disposed of the material wastefully, but frequently the material 

itself. 

 

We all know the benefits of plastic packaging in protecting and 

preserving goods, reducing the weight and therefore the transport 

costs. You may recall the LCA that was carried out some years ago on 

paper versus plastic carrier bags which even the minister at the time 

had to admit showed that plastic bags were actually better in 

environmental terms. But of course, it’s the disposal at the end of life 

that’s the issue. In the days before the 5p charge on bags, we all had 

that one cupboard with a bag full of bags waiting for some undefined 

use which frequently never arrived. There has been a sea change in the 

public use of such bags now. I can’t remember the last time I saw a 

customer buying anything other than Bags for Life. Special shopping 

trolley bags are ubiquitous (great in the Aldi Check Out Olympics when 

it’s you against the check out operator in a test of speed). 
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I can’t remember which environmental vessel it was that reported that 

on its frequent coastal voyages around Britain the amount of plastic 

bags seen floating in the sea had dropped dramatically after the 

charge was introduced. Behaviour was changed almost overnight, at 

least in this one area. The hope is to extend it into other areas, one 

being construction. 

 

Many years ago, when the Green Guide was being written, it was 

assumed that windows had a 5% wastage rate on construction sites. 

Think about that, 1 in every 20 windows being wasted. My comment at 

the time was that any fitting team who worked for me which wasted 1 

in 20 windows would be out of work by the end of the day. Of course, 

other items were wasted – sand, bricks (how many new house buyers 

ended up digging bricks out of their gardens), paint, etc., and many 

efforts have been made over the years to understand how and why 

waste arises. 

 

Packaging is one obvious area of waste being generated on construction 

sites. Materials and components are frequently delivered on pallets 

wrapped in protective packaging, and that waste is being targeted. 

Under the “polluter pays” principle, the concept of Extended Producer 

Responsibility is being used to ensure that producers pay the full costs 

of disposal for packaging they place on the market. Plastic packaging 

with less than 30% recycled content will be taxed. It is hoped that this 

will stimulate the demand for recycled plastics. If we can develop 

alternative methods of protecting our products, regardless of the 

material used, which can be collected and re-used, then this would go a 

long way to reducing material usage. 

 

Our own Recovinyl and VinylPlus are held up as examples of what can be 

achieved. Even as we increase volumes year on year, we are developing 

more ways of re-using old material. EN 12608-1 and -2 are becoming 

more sophisticated in how recycled material can be used and an EN on 

recyclate is being drafted which should enable more efficient use of 

recycled material. I have no accurate figures for the amounts of 

recyclable material that are not being captured by Recovinyl, but 

however much it is, it needs to be collected if at all possible. We need 

to incentivise installers to ensure they don’t just chuck old PVC-U 

windows in the skip. We need to continue promoting our recycling 

success to counteract the knee jerk “Wood is Good, Plastic is Bad” as 

far as windows are concerned. 

 

 



LOOK OUT!  March 2019          www.bpfwindowsgroup.com  

 

 
Page 3 

© P B Jervis 2019 
P B Jervis, Technical Executive, British Plastics Federation Windows Group 
07831 504934; paul@paul-jervis.co.uk,  Website 

his is aimed at those of you who have been involved with BIM and the 

Fenestration Relevant Authority. Justin Furness, who heads up the 

FRA, which is not yet officially recognised and won’t be until LEXiCON 

is up and running, is after volunteers to convene and be members of the 

various task groups necessary. This proposed structure slide is not too 

clear but you’ll get the drift. 

 

 
 

I believe we would be interested in TG1 Windows and TG2 Doors. Those 

of you with expertise in BIM who feel they would be willing to get 

involved, please let me know. 

 

Frankly, I am witnessing little if any enthusiasm for BIM at the 

moment, but if we fail to get involved, then the FRA may not get off 

the ground and I’m not sure what the ramifications of that are likely to 

be. 

 

 

 

t is inevitable that Brexit and its ramifications will continue to loom 

large given that we are due to leave in less than 4 weeks time (at the 

time of writing) and Government are issuing advisory stuff almost daily. 

There is no quick way of dealing with this. You just have to plough 

through the almost daily papers. This email from CPA sums up one 

originating from the Commission very nicely. 

T 

I 
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The European Commission has issued a series of questions and answers relating 

to the UK’s withdrawal from the EU. These can be viewed here. It covers the 

following areas: 

a) The concept of goods placed on the Union (EU-27) market before the 

withdrawal date 

 
b) Issues concerning Responsible persons 

 
c) Importers 

 
d) Transfer of Notified Body Certificates 

 
e)    Accreditation 

Please note that this paper deals with all manufactured products and not just 

construction products and hence the terminology used is slightly different from 

that in the CPR. 

We make the following general comments which need to be borne in mind:  

         As from 11.00 pm (GMT) on 29th March 2019, the UK ceases to be a 

member of the European Union. 
         This makes us a ‘third country’ in the eyes of the remaining EU-27 

members 
         The Q & As in the Commission paper are predicated on there being no 

ratified withdrawal agreement between the UK and the EU 
         This means there will be no transition period, in effect a Hard Brexit 

 
a)     The concept of goods placed on the Union (EU-27) market before the 

withdrawal date 
  

         The Q & As give the Commission’s interpretation of “when goods 

are placed on the market” 
         We are all used to the CPR definition of “placing on the market” 

meaning when the construction product was first made available on 
the Union market 

         In these Q & As the term “placing on the market” refers to the actual 

date on which a specific consignment of a product will be regarded by 

the Commission as entering the EU 
         This will affect whether they need to be CE marked and covered by 

an EU Notified Body or can be allowed on the EU market if CE 
marked and still covered by a current UK Notified Body i.e. whether 

re-certification, re-labelling etc. is required 

  
b)    Responsible Persons 

 
         As from exit day, Authorised Representatives present in the UK will 

no longer be recognised as Authorised Representatives in the EU-27 
         New appointments will need to be made for this position in the EU-

27 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/qa_brexit_industrial_products_en.pdf
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         When exporting to the EU-27, a UK manufacturer will need to 

include the details of their newly appointed Authorised 

Representative resident in the EU-27. 

 
c)    Importers 

 
         Distributers in the EU-27 will now become importers and will be 

subject to the CPR Obligations on Importers 
         This will include the new importers contact details being placed on 

the packaging/documentation etc. 

 
d)    Transfer of Notified Body Certificates 

  
         After the exit date, products being exported to the EU-27 will 

require certification by an EU-27 Notified Body 
         UK manufacturers can either 

o   Apply for a new certificate from a Notified Body present in an 
EU-27 member state, or 

o   Arrange for a transfer of the files form the UK Notified Body 

to an EU-27 Notified Body 
 Any transfer of certificates needs to occur before the exit 

date from the EU. 

 
e)    Accreditation 

 
         The Commission’s statement “The UK Accreditation Service will 

cease to be a national accreditation body within the meaning and for 

the purposes of Regulation 765/2008 as from the withdrawal date” 

means that  as from the withdrawal date, accreditation certificates 

issue by UKAS for any Notified Body will no longer be recognised in 
the EU-27. 

Note from CPA  

This statement from the European Commission, while true, is quite 

simplistic and CPA believes that it does not reflect the full situation with 
regards to the status of UKAS as the UK national accreditation body and 

its continued roll in providing accreditation to UK and EU test houses. It 

is the CPA’s interpretation that after Brexit the EU will no longer 

recognise UKAS as the national organisation which can accredit EU 

Notified Bodies under Regulation 765/2008. However, we believe that 
this does not preclude EU Notified Bodies from accepting test reports 

from UKAS accredited laboratories for construction products covered by 

harmonised European standards supporting the Construction Products 

Regulation.  

CPA is seeking clarification from both UKAS and BEIS on the statement 
issued by the European Commission. 
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lso from CPA reminding us about the deadline for moving certificates 

to an EU-27 Notified Body in a no deal scenario. 

On 29th March 2019, UK Notified Bodies will no longer be recognised by 

the remaining EU-27 Member States. As such, UK bodies will not be in a 
position to perform conformity assessment tasks under the CPR. If UK 

manufacturers wish to continue placing product on the EU-27 market they 

must either: 

(i)            Apply  for a new certificate issued by an EU-27 Notified Body, or 

(ii)           Arrange to have their UK conformity assessment certificates 
transferred to an EU-27 Notified Body which would then take 

over the responsibility for those certificates. 

EITHER CHOICE – THE MOVE MUST BE COMPLETED 
BEFORE 29TH MARCH 2019.   

IF THE MOVE IS NOT MADE BY THIS DATE THEN THE 
PRODUCT WILL NO LONGER BE ALLOWED ON THE 

MARKET PLACE OF THE EU-27 MEMBER STATES AND A 
NEW CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT WILL BE REQUIRED. 

 

 

EIS have released some updated information concerning the movement 

of goods in the event of a no deal Brexit 

 

Moving goods to and from the EU through roll on roll off ports or the 

Channel Tunnel 

 

Importing, exporting and transporting products or goods after Brexit 

Moving and declaring excise goods in the event the UK leaves the EU 

with no deal 

 

Numbering system for comparable UK trade marks    
 

Intellectual property after Brexit 

Parts of UK intellectual property (IP) law will change when the UK 

leaves the EU. 
 
 

And from MHCLG,  Guidance providing practical information on the 

legal requirements that would be required in a no deal scenario is 

available here 

 

A 

B 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fmoving-goods-to-and-from-the-eu-through-roll-on-roll-off-locations-including-eurotunnel%3Futm_source%3D99ff9c88-3d51-4bbd-a654-18e9482411fd%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dimmediate&data=02%7C01%7Cdominic.king%40beis.gov.uk%7Cc157b01154d5442b58c008d69d5b29e7%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C636869412201338075&sdata=JxhCnpSQkL%2Bfogh0hyM2tvAucVII%2BEoJmik2mapozJc%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fmoving-goods-to-and-from-the-eu-through-roll-on-roll-off-locations-including-eurotunnel%3Futm_source%3D99ff9c88-3d51-4bbd-a654-18e9482411fd%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dimmediate&data=02%7C01%7Cdominic.king%40beis.gov.uk%7Cc157b01154d5442b58c008d69d5b29e7%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C636869412201338075&sdata=JxhCnpSQkL%2Bfogh0hyM2tvAucVII%2BEoJmik2mapozJc%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fimporting-exporting-and-transporting-products-or-goods-after-brexit%3Futm_source%3D1e342e6d-ae6c-4e0b-8e20-a200885ccc80%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dweekly&data=02%7C01%7Cdominic.king%40beis.gov.uk%7Cc157b01154d5442b58c008d69d5b29e7%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C636869412201348084&sdata=Z66I9gRUYRxZkBBRxDyFL6U7l3QSSigTWJ6%2BkjhzzW8%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fmoving-and-declaring-excise-goods-in-the-event-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-with-no-deal%3Futm_source%3D26600998-ce5a-4396-aba9-203356b506ab%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dweekly&data=02%7C01%7Cdominic.king%40beis.gov.uk%7Cc157b01154d5442b58c008d69d5b29e7%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C636869412201358097&sdata=%2BwA3MvjHxiAIKBb2Nbt%2FmT6iYy8kry%2BLinmLyNa29i8%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fmoving-and-declaring-excise-goods-in-the-event-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-with-no-deal%3Futm_source%3D26600998-ce5a-4396-aba9-203356b506ab%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dweekly&data=02%7C01%7Cdominic.king%40beis.gov.uk%7Cc157b01154d5442b58c008d69d5b29e7%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C636869412201358097&sdata=%2BwA3MvjHxiAIKBb2Nbt%2FmT6iYy8kry%2BLinmLyNa29i8%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fnumbering-system-for-comparable-uk-trade-marks%3Futm_source%3D573af40a-4cb2-4e97-aea5-95262d100031%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dweekly&data=02%7C01%7Cdominic.king%40beis.gov.uk%7Cc157b01154d5442b58c008d69d5b29e7%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C636869412201368098&sdata=4aVUceWKuGEZuRavpT0FGUo3rMRSOIOFjaL1yJzpBRo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/intellectual-property-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/intellectual-property-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/intellectual-property-after-brexit
file:///C:/Users/paul-/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Guidance%20providing%20practical%20information%20on%20the%20legal%20requirements%20that%20would%20be%20required%20in%20a%20no%20deal%20scenario
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SI have also considered their position within CEN and CENELEC and 

their latest statement is  

 

Brexit ‘meaningful vote’ delayed 
 
BSI’s membership status in CEN and CENELEC unaffected by no deal 
Brexit Prime Minister Theresa May announced this week that the 
‘meaningful vote’ – the vote to determine the future direction of Brexit – has 
been delayed until Tuesday 12 March. Further announcements were also 
made regarding what will happen should this vote be rejected by 
Parliament. If the ‘meaningful vote’ is rejected, the Prime Minister has 
offered two further votes: one to rule out a ‘no deal’ Brexit and one to 
request an extension to Article 50 that would delay UK exit. 
 
We will have more clarity on the manner of the UK’s exit following the vote, 
but no matter the circumstances after exit, whether on 29 March or another 
date, BSI will continue to be a full member of CEN and CENELEC 
 
 BSI experts will still be entitled, as now, to participate in CEN and 
CENELEC technical committees while BSI will continue to enjoy full voting 
rights in both organizations’ decision-making bodies. 
 
There will be a transition period for the CEN and CENELEC statutes 
beginning on the date of UK exit, during which they will be reviewed with a 
view to BSI’s permanent full membership from the end of the period in 
December 2020. If the exit date of 29 March is altered by Parliament and 
Article 50 extended, our membership of CEN and CENELEC will remain 
unchanged, however the end of the transition period will remain the same. 
 
BSI’s position enjoys overwhelming support among UK stakeholders. UK 
manufacturers, service providers, trade associations, consumer bodies and 
others have been clear and consistent in their message that they want to 
continue to work within the European standards system, influencing the 
content of the standards used in common across 34 countries in Europe, 
and that the continued membership of BSI in CEN and CENELEC is 
therefore critical. 
 
Should a ‘no deal’ Brexit be the outcome, preparations are taking place 
across government to ensure regulatory continuity will be maintained. This 
includes both the designation of standards to support regulations under the 
UK regulatory model that will replicate the EUs’ New Legislative Framework 
and the introduction of a new UK regulatory mark that will be required to be 
affixed to products or their packaging. The role of the UK mark will be to 
support the authorities and provide clarity to manufacturers placing 
products on the market in the UK post-Brexit – but only in the case that the 
UK leaves the EU without a deal. 
 
 
 
 

B 
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EN/TC249/WG21 have circulated some papers that will be of interest 

to those concerned with EN 12608-1 and -2 

 

 
 

All of these are available in a zip file from here. If you have any 

comments or suggestions on any of these, please let me have them for 

passing on to the Working Group. 

 

 

 am sad to report that I have received zero interest from members in 

revising BS 7412:2007 despite a general call in last month’s issue and a 

targeted email to each systems company member. Please reconsider. If 

there is no desire to consider a revision then I will have to submit a 

vote of reconfirmation of the existing version. 

 

 

  

C 

I 

https://sites.google.com/a/paul-jervis.co.uk/paul/home/tc249-wg21?pli=1
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Reference BPF Windows Group Publications Price ea. 

SEL/3 Selecting the standard £5 

323/1 COP for the reinforcement of high impact modified PVC-U windows 

and doors 

£10 

332/1 Guidelines for the welding of PVC-U profiles for windows and doors £10 

333/1 Guidelines for welding : Laminated shopfloor checklist, A4 size £3 

334/1 Guidelines for welding : Laminated shopfloor checklist, A3 size £4 

336/1 Guidelines for the measurement of PVC-U colour and gloss £10 

337/2 Guidelines for the design and installation of PVC-U conservatories £25 

340/1 Conservatories - Laminated planning permission flow chart, A3 size, 

1993 

£4 

342/1 Conservatories - Laminated building regulations flow chart, A3 size, 

1993 

£4 

345/2 Materials for gaskets and weatherstrips for windows doors, 

conservatories and curtain walling – Specification and performance 

requirements 

£10 

351/1 Guidelines for the use of PVC-U windows and frames in 

commercial/light industrial applications 

£10 

355/2 Infill panels for doors and windows £10 

356/2 COP for the installation of PVC-U windows and doorsets in new 

domestic dwellings 

£20 

357/1 Replacement windows and planning law £1.50 

358/1 Guidelines to Good Business Practice £3 

359/1 Specification for Composite Doors £10 

360/1 Specification for sliding patio doors made from PVC-U extruded 

hollow profiles 

£15 

W363/1 Guidelines for the selection and application of fasteners for the 

manufacture of plastics windows and doorsets 

£20 

W365/1 A brief history of Windows – Guide to Sympathetic  Replacement 

Design 

A British Plastics Federation Windows Group Guide 

£5 

(pdf only) 

W366/1 PVC-U Windows and Doorsets – Standards, Sustainability, 

Specification 

pdf £20 

hard copy 

£40 

 

BPF Members receive a 20% discount on all of the above prices. 

There are additional discounts for bulk orders. 

For more information or to place an order, contact the BPF Publications 

Sales Department on 020 7457 5000 
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Any reader wishing to receive a regular monthly copy of LOOK OUT! can 
do so by subscribing to the BPFWG Information Service. In addition they 
will receive all announcements of new Publications, Codes of Practice etc. 
They will also receive a copy of the latest edition of Selecting the 
Standard, a “one stop shopping guide” to the current standards scene, 
European, British and Trade, as it affects manufacturers and installers of 
PVC-U window products. 
New members of the Information Service will receive an invitation to attend 
two meetings of the Windows Group Technical Committee or two meetings 
of the Marketing Committee to see at first hand the work that the Windows 
Group is doing. 
In addition, they will be able to buy any Windows Group publication at the 
lower prices charged to full members. 
To subscribe to the BPFWG Information Service, fill in the form below and 
send a cheque for £36.00, made payable to the BPF, for one year’s 
subscription to: 
 
Publications Department 
British Plastics Federation Windows Group 
6 Bath Place 
Rivington Street 
London EC2A 3JE 
020 7457 5000 
British Plastics Federation Windows Group 
(BPFWG) 

INFORMATION SERVICE 
 

I wish to subscribe to the BPFWG Information Service. 
One year’s membership includes: 

 All copies of  LOOK OUT!, the monthly Technical Newsletter of the BPFWG. 

 All announcements of new Publications, Codes of Practice etc. 

 An invitation to attend as observers two Technical Committee meetings. 

 Full member’s discount on all BPFWG publications. 

I enclose a cheque for £36.00 made payable to the BPF. 
 
PLEASE PRINT DETAILS IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
 

Name 
 
Company 
 
Address 
 
 
Telephone                                       Fax                                          e-mail 
 

 
 
 Paul Jervis 2019. The contents of this publication are the personal views 
and interpretations of the author and contributors and are not necessarily a 
true record of events. No part of this publication may be reproduced without 
the prior written permission of the author. 


